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Equity in Mindanao
(USAID-GEM).

At said inauguration,
Ambassador Kenney also
commended City Mayor
Celso Lobregat and its
people and stressed that *1
always feels like home and
to start a new year in
Zamboanga City is a hope-
ful act™
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She also challenged the
members of the press who
“can help not only to be pro-
tected but to enjoy the eco-
nomic opportunities, aftract-
ing investment,” despite the
courage in facing the diffi-
culties in today’s globalize
world.

that mirrors the national
council. This body gathers
different LGU'’s and agen-
cies involved in trafficking
to work closely in pursuing
trafficking in person cases.”
Lobregat said. “Today
marks another milestone in
the fight against human traf-
ficking. This event boosts
collaborative efforts of gov-
ernment and NGO's in
eradicating human traffick-
ing and in giving justice o
ictims and their families.”
The Mayor applauded
the Visayan Forum Founda-
tion, Inc. (VFFI) headed by
Ma. Cecilia ban
: ‘way for the
establishment of the half-
way center. And thanked the
USAID for their assistance
and gratitude through her
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“ZAMBOANGA CITY and Tum-over of the Half-

is not a place for traffick-  way House (Bahay Silungan

ing... Not weleome, not per-  Sa Daungan) in the port of.

mitted,” said United States Zamboanga yesterday.

Ambassador Kristie The American envoy
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was in Asia’s Latin City yes- sized in his message that Kristie Kenney, .the I:Iun de
terday for the inauguration “the city g it of Zamk for gracing the
and the ceremonial cutting Zamboanga is one of the oceasion.
of the ribbon of the 2.7-mil- first local government units - —— <
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milestone to fight the grow-
ing menace of’ trafficking...”

Ma. Cecilia Flores-
Ocbanda accepted the
Symbolic Key from the
Philippine Ports Authority
and said that “this key is
not only a symbol of physi-
cal -operation of a center
but it is also a symbol of
the start of a great war
against human trafficking
in one of the most critical
battlegrounds against hu-
man trafficking in the
country, in the port of
Zamboanga.”

“Let’s make 2008 that
citizens are most vulnerable
to enjoy the benefits of life.
Halfway house offers vic-
tims to regain their dignity,”

she said.(Mon Follosco)




